A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
March,1 certainly before the end of March 1604, a wealthy
landed Catholic, by name Robert Catesby, took in two other
Catholic gentlemen of his own rank and proposed a plot against
the Government.
The large Catholic body in England (using the term * Catholic*
in its restricted sense, to mean, not all those who still more or
less sympathized with Catholicism, but only those who, at great
risk of life and fortune, were prepared to practise it and refiised.
to accept the Established Church) had been severely dis-
appointed by James's breaking his promise of toleration. They
had further been goaded by the rigour which Robert Cecil tried
to use against the old religion, continuing the full Cecil tradition
in this matter. We know that the Government had wind of a
plot within a month, when one of their secret agents writes to
that effect. The plotters took in other sympathizers, including
Thomas Percy, a relative of the strongly Catholic Earl of
Northumberland,2 and they made active use of a brave and
simple Catholic soldier, of lower birth than themselves, one
who had served in the foreign wars—by name Guido Faukes,
It was proposed to them that they should blow up the Houses of
Parliament (or, more accurately, the chamber in which the
House of Lords met) on the day when James should next open
Parliament. This was to have been on February 7, 1605,
eleven months or so after the conspiracy began. Under the
room where the House of Lords was to meet there was an open
shed or vaulting on the ground level, the arches of which
supported the room above, where the King would open Parlia-
ment. This so-called' cellar' was hired, and a number of barrels
of gunpowder were stored there, ostensibly without detection;
but it was impossible that the storing of them had not been
known to the Government, for gunpowder was a monopoly,
and the barrels had to be brought across the Thames in several
loads. Further, the cellar was not secret in any way, but could
be visited by pretty well anyone. The barrels were concealed
under a number of faggots, but the place where they stood was
fully lit from the arches, which, it must be remembered, were*
like the whole place, above ground, not below.
1 There is documentary evidence for the time, ** mid Lent." Easter that
year fell on April 8; but it must be remembered that the documentary
evidence is itself doubtful, for it is only found in a so-called confession which
may not have teen a confession at all—-that of Thomas Winter.
* James had restored Northumberland in blood.
346

